Plan for Lesson 4: The Life of Industrial Workers

Goals: 

1. Understand what life was like for industrial workers and immigrants in the cities, 


how life changed because of industrialization.

2.  Demonstrate understanding through answering questions and through presentations.

3.  Be able to analyze primary source information and draw conclusions from it.

4. Work on making quiet, quick transitions into groups.

1. Hand out papers with information on families from 1800s when students enter

classroom. [Source of information: http://www.oah.org/pubs/magazine/gilded/canut7-7.html}

2. Show overhead slides of miners from 1800s-lead discussion about the quality of their 


lives. 

3. Divide students into family groups as per handouts and direct them to work together to


answer the following questions:


a. Where is your family from?


b. What is your job?


c. Was the person who recorded your family’s information prejudiced against 



you? How can you tell?


d. What does the information provided tell you about your family’s life? (Were 



they rich/poor/comfortable/educated…?)


e. Do your earnings cover all your expenses?


f. What does this family eat on an average day?

4. After ten minutes, announce that the father of the family lost a limb in a factory


accident. Students are directed to think about what would happen to the family


and work together to answer the following questions:


a. What did your family decide to do to survive? Why?


b. What are the pros and cons of the decision you made? Name at least two



pros and cons.


c. How would the situation differ if there had been labor unions or workers’ 



rights?


d. Do you think that the people in your family have a good chance to survive?



Why or why not?

5. Panel discussion of families including living conditions, prejudice, and survival 


choices.

