Social Studies Unit: Industrialization and Urbanization
Level: This unit was planned for an Eleventh Grade US History class. 
Learning Objectives 
1. Understand how transportation and communication systems of the present compare to those of the past, and how this changes perceptions of space and time.

2. Understand how innovation in industry and transportation created the factory system that led to the Industrial Revolution and transformed capitalism.

3. Understand the changes in society and culture in the early 20th century.

4. Be able to explain why people from Southern and Eastern Europe immigrated to the 


United States in large numbers in the late 1800s. Know how this immigration


affected the United States.

5. Explain why nativism occurred in response to increased immigration.

6. Explain the sequence of events that led to big businesses and monopolies being 


formed.

7. Be able to name and explain the importance of at least one strike.

8. Write complete sentences in your own words in answer to questions.

9. Write concise, meaningful notes on textbook readings.

10. Write a paper explaining the importance of an historical event or person.

Teaching Strategies

1. Regular knowledge checks (Five minute quizzes at beginnings of class) (Literacy)

2. Readings from text individually. (Literacy)

3. Reading from text as a group. (Literacy; Differentiation)

4. Reading supplementary handouts individually. (Literacy)

5. Reviewing and discussing supplementary handouts as a group. (Literacy;


Differentiation)

6. Discussing curriculum as a whole class. (Critical Thinking)

7. Asking questions about the curriculum. (Critical Thinking)

8. Looking at slides and taking notes. (Critical Thinking.)

9. Writing journal entries about the curriculum. (Literacy; Differentiation) 

10. Wring answers to worksheet questions. (Literacy)

11. Writing answers to “big” questions. (Literacy; Critical Thinking)

12. Teaching students to write in their own words; teaching writing complete


sentences including explaining importance of concept. (Critical Thinking)

Summary of Lessons in Unit
1. Introduction to Unit (video)

2. Inventions/Changes in Urban Life (reading)

3. The Growth of Big Business (worksheet)

4. The Life of Industrial Workers (group activity)

5. The Great Strikes (lecture; worksheet)

6. Labor Movements (group activity; reading)

7. Politics in the Gilded Age (reading)

8. Immigration (History Alive slide show)

9. Urbanization and Reform Movements (guided reading)

10. Class party to celebrate students’ hard work.

